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When we speak about our daily bread for persons it in the Nicaraguan context, |
believe that it is God’s love for them, that thedoof God receives them too as human
beings.

And so, in Nicaragua, the struggle of the churcth ahthe young people’s church is to

restore their dignity and remove the idea thaesk is the result of sin; that is not the
case. The illness they have is so that God’s giarybe revealed. Since God is love, it is
not right for us to think of God as a chastisen this reason, we feel we must include
persons with HIV. We are working in this directiamd have for a long time been

involved in a long process, at least in my expegems a young person, of HIV

prevention. But now we are also working with pesevho have HIV, not necessarily

church members. There is a group of people with Who have attended out activities

and liked the approach we have of not seeing trewbgects of pity, because that is not
our purpose; our purpose rather is to restore thigitity, to include them in society and

to show them that the love of God welcomes allssfunen, women and, above all, those
who are the least in the sight of God. In the egksociety, they may be the most
marginalized, the most singled out, the most judged we do not want that.

The Lutheran Church of Nicaragua was the firsatonth this effort to prevent the illness
spreading and at the same time to welcome persbhoshave HIV. So | believe that our
daily bread is just that, to demonstrate the loi&od which also includes them, also
welcomes them, and especially them, because tleeyamost vulnerable to anything.

Perhaps the bread is the word, the word of the Itloatl we bring to persons with HIV.
Because our churches, although they do not protiibin from entering the churches to
listen to the word of God, always judge them. Sohaps, the bread is the word of
consolation they can hear, conveyed or shapedelptle of God.

The church is very, very much present, not onlghatcommunity level but also beyond.
We participate in working on the issue of HIV/AIR&d these organizations invite us to
join in their activities. Our church also orgarszsublic meetings on the human rights of
persons affected by HIV and AIDS. The church istibst at these meetings. Some of the
panelists are members of the church and others dwome other organizations. So the
debate on all this is beginning and the church&sowi in this regard is very clear. Also,
the church, through Bishop Victoria, has identif@mime biblical and theological bases
related to illness and the fact that it is not piheduct of sin, and this work is being done
together with other churches. This work paves thg Yor other churches that have not



begun to deal with the issue. We young people preglays which include the subject—
plays that we perform on the streets or as patefctivities of other organizations. We
also make videos and these videos are also helybieth we organize workshops for other
churches which are beginning to tackle the sulgsatell.
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